Anarchists like strangers. There's not an inch of space for xenophobia. 



YOUTH 

On the one hand the youth is a commercial category targeted by capitalist companies. On the 
other it's a social force very often relatively angry, creative, and energetic. 

Revolutionary processes will not necessarily come from the youth, but the youth counts as 
a force. Even if it just means introducing new ideas. 

Besides, carrying the banner of permanent revolutionary processes, in a certain sense 
anarchism itself always remains youthful by definition - as an epitome of constant change. 
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genuine markets as important aspects of truly communal lite. 
MARXISM 

Marxism has always been an ally and an enemy of anarchism .it tin' :>;imc time. Maybe this is a 
classic love-hatc-relationship. 

There's historically a lot of respect for mantis! theory, its ami-capitalist stand, its ability to 
mobilize revolutionary masses. At the same time, in a lot of its expressions marxism is dogmatic 
and authoritarian, and this is not based on an oversimplified equation of Soviet State socialism 
and marxism, but because it's an inherent part of marxist thought and action, and has been 
critisized as such by anarchists as early as the late 19th century. 

But, even if at times understandable and justified, I don't believe much in overagitated 
anger directed at marxists and marxist groups. Right now, right here, they're not the real enemies. 
In fact, especially where openness and flexibility has entered their realms, they can be important 
comrades in certain struggles. 

If some marxists try to impose authority and dogma on anarchists, wc will fight them as 
hard as anybody else trying to do that. But we should not forget that other marxists simply 
sincerely try to achieve what we want too: a world that's more just than the one today. And we 
have too few allies as it is to just condemn all marxists right away for maybe not sharing our 
views concerning individual freedom, authority, or organisation. 

[f you deal with marxists, check out what kind of marxists they are - and then deal with 
them accordingly. 

MIGRATION 

People have the right to go wherever they want, whenever they want. The only things to be kept 
in mind are the general anarchist principles of respecting others' freedoms. 

So, if you move to an area where other communities are already established, you'll settle 
as a friend, not as a conqueror. As an ally, not as a colonizer. At the same time, if people move to 
where you might be established, you let them settle as friends and allies, not slaves or inferiors. 
Imperialism and xenophobia go hand in hand. Obviously, both suck. 

For anarchists, the bottom line must be: Where people who don't know each other find 
themselves wanting to share space, they'll have to figure out a way to do it. With goodwill that'll 
always be possible. Only disrespect and arrogance bring war. 

But should that happen, anarchists will always support the ones having been originally 
disrespected. Both, anti-colonial local struggles against fascist conquerors, and anti -racist migrant 
struggles against fascist locals, will always have anarchist support. 

MINORITY RIGHTS 

Very often minorities are oppressed. Even though anarchists believe in listening to the voices of 
the majority in decision-making, there are values close to an anarchist's heart that go beyond the 
sheer counting of numbers. Respect for an individual's and a community's right to self- 
determination is one of them. Where a community doesn't harm others, or doesn't interfere with 
others' freedoms, there should be nothing keeping it from independence and self-determination. 
There's no anarchist life without such a principle. Hence, anarchism supports every action or 
policy (for example, affirmative action programs) enhancing the possibilities of minorities' self- 



?.o 



determination in current political affairs. 

As with multiculturalism (see the resp. entry) I am aware of problems concerning 
stigmatizalinn. Hut it all depends on whether you stigmatize or not. Gays and lesbians are 
minorities pretty much everywhere. As such their freedom and independence has to be 
guaranteed. That doesn't mean gays and lesbians arc nothing but gay and lesbian. Basically, that's 
all we need to remind ourselves of. 

MODESTY 

Worth its own entry, since it's such a central virtue for anarchist life. 

Anarchists never claim to know anything. And, consequently, they never tell other people 
right from wrong, nor good from bad, nor what to do from what not to do. They just want 
something: a life of equality, and justice, and peace. And that's actually very modest, and 
anarchists therefore always will be very modest. 

In fact, if anarchists stop being modest, they basically stop being anarchists. Self- 
righteousness contradicts anti -authoritarianism, and without anti-authoritarianism there is no 
anarchism either (see the resp. entry). Be modest or be an enemy. 

MONEY 

Money sucks, but controls our lives. We are all slaves to money, in one way or another, 'cause in 
modem capitalist society you need money to survive. But: Money is a total abstraction and 
alienates people from their work and from each other. It breeds greed and envy. Like I said, it 
sucks. 

Ideally, anarchist communities don't know of money. They might trade, but genuinely and 
based on solidarity and trust, not exploitation and profit. Unfortunately, today anarchists have to 
deal with money, otherwise, as stated above, they can't even survive. 

Under these circumstances what could anarchist ways of dealing with money be? I'd say 

a) to find the balance between not cynically wasting it on crap on the one hand, and not 
letting overblown money-consciousness give you ulcers on the other; 

b) not being a tight-ass; and 

c) avoiding its use and exchange in social and economic affairs as much as possible. 
And, finally, and maybe above all, to always remember it's a capitalist tool and stinks to 

hell. 

MORALITY 

Anarchist morality is guided by anarchist principles: solidarity, respect, modesty, anti- 
authoritarianism. The challenge consists in applying these principles to everyday action, 
especially when it comes to finding the line between respect for others and justified interference 
with some of their practices. 

Challenging people who pray seems ridiculous, but the challenge of sacrificing animals to 
some gods possibly justified. Point is: there's no general rule. We have to find this line, and the 
question of how to best and most appropriately express our anarchist principles in everyday action 
persistently by ourselves, considering the specific social, historical, cultural, and economic 
circumstances. 

Doing that, we also have to remember that our principles are not based on any absolute, 
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